FROM FR. JASON

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Today, we celebrate the feast day of the Holy Family. God began salvation within
the human family. What a grace, what a lesson to learn. If God treasured the family
so much, perhaps we ought to as well. Happy feast day to all Our Lady Mother of
the Church Parish families!

MOTHER | i we come to the close of the year 2024, I thank God for all the blessings He be-

OF stowed this year on our parish on so many occasions. I thank all of you, dear pa-
rishioners, for the gift that you are to me and to our parish. I thank you for all your
GOD kindness and for all your spiritual, material, and financial support. May the Lord
< reward you 100-fold.

As we embark on the new year 2025, may it be a year Anno Domini, a year of the Lord. May Mary, our Mother, with
whom we always start a new year, protect us. We will have Mass at 10:30 am on Wednesday, January 1st, the Solem-
nity of Mary, Mother of God, a holy day of obligation, with music ministry. What follows is an excerpt from the Sec-
ond Reading in the Office of Readings for this Solemnity titled, ‘From a letter of St. Athanasius.’

“The Word took to himself the sons of Abraham, says the Apostle, and so had to be like his brothers in all things.
He had then to take a body like ours. This explains the fact of Mary’s presence: she is to provide him with a body of
his own, to be offered for our sake. Scripture records her giving birth, and says: She wrapped hin: in swaddling clothes.
Her breasts, which fed him, were called blessed. Sacrifice was offered because the child was her firstborn. Gabriel
used careful and prudent language when he announced his birth. He did not speak of “what will be born 7z you” to
avoid the impression that a body would be introduced into her womb from outside; he spoke of “what will be born
from you,” so that we might know by faith that her child originated within her and from her.

By taking our nature and offering it in sacrifice, the Word was to destroy it completely and then invest it with his
own nature, and so prompt the Apostle to say: This corruptible body nust put on incorruption; this mortal body must put on
immortality.

This was not done in outward show only, as some have imagined. This is not so. Our Savior truly became man, and
from this has followed the salvation of man as a whole. Our salvation is in no way fictitious, nor does it apply only
to the body. The salvation of the whole man, that is, of soul and body, has really been achieved in the Word himself.

What was born of Mary was therefore human by nature, in accordance with the inspired Scriptures, and the body of
the Lord was a true body: It was a true body because it was the same as ours. Mary, you see, is our sister, for we are
all born from Adam.

The words of St. John, #he Word was made flesh, bear the same meaning, as we may see from a similar turn of phrase in
St. Paul: Christ was made a curse for our sake. Man’s body has acquired something great through its communion and un-
ion with the Word. From being mortal it has been made immortal; though it was a living body it has become a spit-
itual one; though it was made from the earth it has passed through the gates of heaven.

Even when the Word takes a body from Mary, the Trinity remains a Trinity, with neither increase nor decrease. It is
forever perfect. In the Trinity we acknowledge one Godhead, and thus one God, the Father of the Word, is pro-

claimed in the Church.”
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Peace,



