FROM FR. JASON

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

As we gather to celebrate the feast of the Passion of St. John the Baptist on Friday, August 29,
we are called to enter deeply into the mystery of this great prophet’s life and martyrdom. St.
John the Baptist is not just a historical figure or a saint to admire from afar; he is a living sign
of what it means to walk the path of conversion, to die to ourselves, and to prepare the way
for the Lord in our lives and in the world. His passion speaks directly to us, pilgrims on the
way, inviting us to embrace the Cross with courage and to proclaim Christ with our whole be-
ing.

"~ We often reflect on how God breaks into history to call us to Himself. St. John the Baptist is a
powerful example of this divine initiative. Born miraculously to Zechariah and Elizabeth, John
was filled with the Holy Spirit even from his mother’s womb (Luke 1:15). His life was not his
own; it was wholly dedicated to God’s plan. From the desert, clothed in camel’s hair, eating
locusts and wild honey, John lived a radical detachment from the world’s comforts. He was a
man set apart, not for his own glory, but to prepare the way for the Messiah.

Brothers and sisters, John’s life challenges us to ask: Are we living as people set apart for God?
We are called to a radical conversion, to leave behind the idols of this wotld - comfort, suc-
cess, self-reliance - and to embrace the poverty of spirit that John embodied. His desert existence reminds us of our
own desert, the place where God purifies us, strips away our false securities, and prepares us to encounter Christ.
Like John, we are called to be a “voice crying out in the wilderness” (Isaiah 40:3), proclaiming repentance and con-
version in a world that so desperately needs the Gospel.

The Passion of St. John the Baptist, which we commemorate, is a stark reminder of the cost of following Christ.
John’s martyrdom came because he dared to speak the truth to power. He confronted King Herod Antipas about his
sinful relationship with Herodias, saying, “It is not lawful for you to have her” (Mark 6:18). This was not an act of
pride or judgment but a prophetic witness to God’s law and the dignity of marriage. John’s words cost him his free-
dom and, ultimately, his life. Imprisoned and beheaded at the whim of Herodias” daughter, Salome, John sealed his
testimony with his blood.

We are constantly reminded that the Christian life is a battle against sin and the forces of this world. John’s passion
calls us to examine our own willingness to speak the truth, even when it is unpopular or dangerous. We can support
one another to live this radical fidelity, but it is not easy. The world tempts us to compromise, to stay silent, to blend
in. Yet John’s example urges us to stand firm, to be signs of contradiction, and to proclaim the truth with love and
courage.

Have you ever felt the fear of speaking out for what is right? Perhaps in your family, your workplace, or even among
friends, you’ve sensed the Spirit calling you to witness to Christ’s teachings. John’s martyrdom reminds us that we
are not alone in this struggle. Through the Word of God, the Eucharist, and our brothers and sisters, we find the
strength to persevere. The Christian Life sustains us as we take up our cross and follow the path of John, who gave
everything for the truth.

At the heart of John’s mission was his role as the precursor of Christ. He declared, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who
takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29), and he lived entirely for this purpose. His humility is profound: “He
must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30). John’s life was not about himself; it was about making Christ
known. In his passion, he became a living icon of the Paschal Mystery, laying down his life so that others might en-
counter the Savior. Like John, we are called to decrease - to let go of our ego, our plans, our fears - so that Christ
may increase in us and through us.

Let us pray for the grace to live as John did - radically, courageously, humbly. Let us support one another in this
journey, encouraging each other to take up the Cross. And let us ask St. John the Baptist to intercede for us, that we
may have the strength to prepare the way for the Lord in our hearts and in the world. Let us go forth, singing with
joy, “The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy!” (Psalm 126:3). Peace
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