FROM FR. JASON

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

As we journey together, the Church invites us to reflect on the life of
St. Maximilian Kolbe, whose feast we celebrate on August 14. Let us
open our hearts to the Word of God, which speaks to us through the
Y witness of this great saint - a man who lived the radical call of the
( Gospel with a love that mirrors Christ’s own self-emptying on the
Cross.

St. Maximilian Kolbe, a Polish Franciscan friar, was not a man of
compromise. Born in 1894, he was a child of the Kingdom, baptized
into the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and he lived his life as
a response to that baptismal call. We are constantly reminded that our
baptism is not a one-time event but a lifelong journey of conversion, a call to die to ourselves so that Christ may live
in us (Gal 2:20). Maximilian embodied this truth. He was a missionary, a publisher, a preacher, and a man of deep
prayer, but above all, he was a disciple who said “yes” to God’s will, even when it led him to the horrors of Ausch-
witz.

In the concentration camp, where the powers of death and hatred seemed to reign, Maximilian’s life shone as a bea-
con of God’s love. When ten prisoners were sentenced to die in retaliation for an escape, Maximilian stepped for-
ward, offering his life in place of a stranger, Franciszek Gajowniczek, a husband and father. “I am a Catholic priest,”
he declared, and in that moment, he became a living icon of Christ, the Good Shepherd who lays down His life for
the sheep (Jn 10:11). This act of self-sacrifice was not a spontaneous gesture, but the fruit of a life rooted in the Eu-
charist, in devotion to the Immaculate Virgin, and in a faith that trusted God’s providence in every circumstance.

We are called to live our faith not as a private affair but as a public witness, as a light to the nations (Is 42:6). St.
Maximilian’s life challenges us to ask: What is God asking of me today? Where is He calling me to lay down my life?
For some, it may be in the daily sacrifices of family life - raising children in the Faith, forgiving a spouse, or serving
the community without seeking reward. For others, it may be in stepping out of our comfort zones to share the
Gospel, to visit the lonely, or to stand up for truth in a world that often rejects it. Like Maximilian, we are called to
be signs of contradiction, to show that love is stronger than death.

Maximilian’s devotion to Mary, the Immaculate Conception, is also a powerful witness for us. We are called to be
formed in the school of Mary, the woman who said “Fiat” to God’s plan (Lk 1:38). Maximilian founded the Militia
of the Immaculata, dedicating his life to bringing souls to Christ through Mary’s intercession. He saw Mary as the
one who crushes the serpent’s head (Gen 3:15), leading us to her Son in the battle against sin and evil. Let us, too,
entrust ourselves to Mary, asking her to form us into disciples who are docile to the Holy Spirit and bold in pro-
claiming the Kingdom.

St. Maximilian’s life reminds us that this journey is not always easy. In Auschwitz, he endured starvation and suffer-
ing, yet he continued to pray, to sing hymns, and to comfort his fellow prisoners. Even in the darkness, he was a sign
of hope, pointing to the Resurrection. So, too, in our lives - when we face trials, when we feel weak or unworthy -
God is present, calling us to trust in His mercy and to offer our struggles for the salvation of others.

As we prepare for his feast day, let us take up the challenge of St. Maximilian Kolbe. Let us renew our baptismal
commitment, asking the Lord to make us instruments of His peace. Let us pray through Mary, our Mother, that we
may have the courage to love without counting the cost, to give without seeking return, and to lay down our lives for
our brothers and sisters. May our parish be a place where the Gospel is lived concretely, where the poor are wel-
comed, and where the joy of Christ’s victory over death shines forth.

Let us walk together in the footsteps of St. Maximilian Kolbe, trusting that the Lord who began this good work in us
will bring it to completion (Phil 1:6). May his intercession strengthen us to be faithful witnesses to the Love that
conquers all.

Peace,



