FROM FR. JASON

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
| will give you shepherds af

‘own heart, who will feed you wit Today, during the 10:30 AM Mass, 16 of our young parishioners will
receive the Sacrament of Confirmation! We congratulate them and their
families. We wish them to be strong Catholic witnesses of their Faith to
P/ 315 this generation. Please remember to continue to attend Sunday Mass
here or wherever you are during the summer months. You can visit
www.Masstimes.org. We never take vacations from the Lord, as He
never takes vacations from us. He always waits for us. Below is an ex-
cerpt of Pope Leo XIV’s first public homily after his election. May it
help us to convert!

knowledge and understanding.

““Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”” If we reflect on the sce-
ne we are considering, we might find two possible answers, which char-
acterize two different attitudes.

First, there is the world’s response. Matthew tells us that this conversation between Jesus and his disciples takes
place in the beautiful town of Caesarea Philippi, filled with luxurious palaces, set in a magnificent natural landscape
at the foot of Mount Hermon, but also a place of cruel power plays and the scene of betrayals and infidelity. This
setting speaks to us of a world that considers Jesus a completely insignificant person, at best someone with an unu-
sual and striking way of speaking and acting. And so, once his presence becomes irksome because of his demands
for honesty and his stern moral requirements, this “world” will not hesitate to reject and eliminate him.

Then there is the other possible response to Jesus’ question: that of ordinary people. For them, the Nazarene is not a
charlatan, but an upright man, one who has courage, who speaks well and says the right things, like other great
prophets in the history of Israel. That is why they follow him, at least for as long as they can do so without too much
risk or inconvenience. Yet to them he is only a man, and therefore, in times of danger, during his passion, they too
abandon him and depart disappointed.

What is striking about these two attitudes is their relevance today. They embody notions that we could easily find on
the lips of many men and women in our own time, even if, while essentially identical, they are expressed in different
language. Even today, there are many settings in which the Christian faith is considered absurd, meant for the weak
and unintelligent. Settings where other securities are preferred, like technology, money, success, power, or
pleasure.

These are contexts where it is not easy to preach the Gospel and bear witness to its truth, where believers are
mocked, opposed, despised or at best tolerated and pitied. Yet, precisely for this reason, they are the places
where our missionary outreach is desperately needed. A lack of faith is often tragically accompanied by the loss
of meaning in life, the neglect of mercy, appalling violations of human dignity, the crisis of the family and so many
other wounds that afflict our society.

Today, too, there are many settings in which Jesus, although appreciated as a man, is reduced to a kind of
charismatic leader or superman. This is true not only among non-believers but also among many baptized
Christians, who thus end up living, at this level, in a state of practical atheism.

This is the world that has been entrusted to us, a world in which, as Pope Francis taught us so many times, we are
called to bear witness to our joyful faith in Christ the Savior. Therefore, it is essential that we too repeat, with Peter:
“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Mt 16:16).”

Peace,

.



