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FROM THE PASTOR 

 
 
 
 

On June 29th, the Solemnity of the Apostles Peter 
and Paul, Cardinal Tobin, together with the other 
newly named Cardinals, was in Rome to receive the 
Pallium from Pope Francis.   
 

The Catholic Church's new cardinals and new arch-
bishops must be willing to risk everything, patiently 
endure evil and bear crosses like Jesus did, Pope 
Francis said. 
 

"The Lord answers our prayers. He is faithful to the 
love we have professed for him, and he stands be-
side us at times of trial." Just as he accompanied the 
apostles, "he will do the same for you," the pope 
told five new cardinals and about 30 archbishops 
named during the past year. 
 

After the Mass, Cardinal Tobin told Catholic News 
Service that St. John XXIII had said "cardinals and 
bishops are the coat hangers on which the church 

hangs its tradition. Now I don't like being a coat hanger, but the thing I like to wear the most is the pallium." 
 

Being made of lamb's wool, the pallium is a reminder of "the need and really the obligation of the bishop to look for 
the one who is lost and then bring the lost one back on his shoulders," the cardinal said. "I hope to do that in New-
ark." 
 

In his homily at the Mass, the pope said the life of every apostle is built on: constant, edifying prayer; a firm, passion-
ate profession of faith; and a willingness to patiently endure persecution. 
 

People must ask themselves whether they are "'armchair Catholics,' who love to chat about how things are going in 
the church and the world," he said, or if they are "apostles on the go," who are on fire with love for God and ready to 
offer their lives for him. 
 

Apostles of Christ "know that they cannot just tread water or take the easy way out, but have to risk putting out into 
the deep, daily renewing their self-offering," he said. 
 

Christians must follow the Lord completely and live according to his ways, not ways guided by personal self-interest, 
he said. Christ's way "is that of new life, of joy and resurrection; it is also the way that passes through the cross and 
persecution." 
 

In different parts of the world, "often in complicit silence, great numbers of Christians are marginalized, vilified, dis-
criminated against, subjected to violence and even death, not infrequently without due intervention on the part of 
those who could defend their sacrosanct rights," the pope said. 
 

However, there is no Christ and no Christian without the cross, he said. "Christian virtue is not only a matter of doing 
good, but of tolerating evil as well," he said, quoting St. Augustine. 
 

Enduring evil means "imitating Jesus, carrying our burden, shouldering it for his sake and that of others," knowing 
that the Lord is by one's side. 
 

Finally, the pope said, prayer is another essential element of the life of an apostle as it "is the water needed to nurture 
hope and increase fidelity. Prayer makes us feel loved and it enables us to love in turn." 


